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PoliRuralPlus is an EU-funded project that builds
upon and extends the achievements of its
predecessor, H2020 PoliRural. It deepens the
exploration of rural–urban interconnectivity and
addresses long-standing challenges such as
administrative fragmentation, spatial inequality,
and inefficiencies in public service coordination. By
deploying a comprehensive suite of advanced
digital solutions—including Artificial Intelligence
(AI), Geographic Information Systems (GIS),
Internet of Things (IoT), advanced data analytics,
and GeoAI tools—PoliRuralPlus seeks to harmonise
governance, spatial planning, and service delivery
across rural, peri-urban, and urban territories.

What is your role in the project?
The Czech Centre for Science and Society (CCSS) serves as the main technical coordinator of the project. CCSS leads the technical
implementation, ensuring integration of advanced digital tools such as AI, GIS, IoT, and GeoAI across all pilot regions. It also
supports data management, methodological alignment, and stakeholder engagement, building on its experience from the H2020
PoliRural project. 
Plan4all z.s. plays an important role in facilitating open calls for third parties that support innovation uptake across Europe. In
parallel, it leads the Czech–Bavarian cross-border pilot, which tests PoliRuralPlus tools and methods to strengthen rural–urban
linkages, stakeholder collaboration, and digital foresight for regional development.

Could you highlight the results achieved so far?
Together with other project partners, CCSS has advanced the project’s digital and analytical framework into the Spatial Enhanced
Attractiveness Mapping Toolbox. This collaboration has ensured smooth data exchange, interoperability, and technical alignment
across all pilot regions. Our key results include: a Jackdaw GeoAI platform for advanced territorial analysis and visualisation, a
shared digital ecosystem connecting satellite, LPIS, and IoT datasets with policy and planning tools, data harmonisation and
foresight processes supporting nine European pilot regions or an Action-Foresight framework, linking innovative digital tools with
evidence-based policymaking. We are also introducing new view on future Agriculture Knowledge Information System (AKIS).
Through the JackDaw AI-assisted spatial analytics platform, the Regional Foresight and Action Planning Tool, and open data
portals such as the Rural Attractiveness GeoHub (GEORAG), the project enables evidence-based policymaking, participatory
governance, and effective monitoring of rural–urban development. By integrating FAIR-compliant data spaces, satellite and IoT
data, and AI-driven analytics, these tools transform complex territorial information into actionable insights, supporting more
inclusive, sustainable, and balanced regional growth across Europe.

What would you recommend to those interested in participating in Horizon projects, and what barriers (if any) have you
encountered?
We recommend building strong, complementary partnerships and defining clear roles early in the proposal process. Understanding
EU priorities and dedicating time to quality proposal preparation are key to success. The main barriers we’ve faced include
administrative complexity, differences in partners’ capacities, and coordination across multidisciplinary teams. Technical
challenges such as data interoperability can also arise but are manageable through good communication and planning.
Despite these hurdles, Horizon projects offer great opportunities for innovation, collaboration, and long-term European impact.

Is there an advantage having the Czech coordinator (CTU)?
Yes, Czech Technical University in Prague (Faculty of Information Technology) brings strong technical expertise, proven EU project
experience, and leadership in AI, data analytics, and digital innovation. Its coordination ensures high-quality results, efficient
teamwork, and a solid foundation for achieving PoliRuralPlus objectives across all partners.

https://www.poliruralplus.eu/ 
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